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Social Justice, as dictionary.
com defi nes it, is “the 
distribution of advantages 
and disadvantages within a 
society.” What exactly does 
that mean, you might ask; 
and why should I care? It 
means that much of the 
time, the distribution of 
resources is unjust; it means 
that some people do not 
have access to things like 
clean water, unpolluted 
air, national parks, enough 
food to eat at every meal, 
technology that makes lives 
easier, and other things that 
most students at Iowa State 
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University take for granted. 
The term ‘resources’ does 
not merely mean the 
fi nancial wherewithal to 
purchase luxury goods, 
but the bare minimum 
necessary to survive. 
You should care 
because social injustice is 
unacceptable. The wealth 
gap that exists both in 
this country and all over 
the world is unforgivable. 
When there are people 
dying from starvation, from 
diseases that are non-fatal in 
the West, drinking polluted 
water, and getting cancer 
from unscrupulous business 
practices as professional 
athletes are simultaneously 
Often times the distribution of 
resources is unjust; some people do 
not realize that they take the resources 
they have for granted.
making millions of dollars, 
it is time to change. 
Governments and 
international organizations 
are not the only bodies 
that have the capability 
to practice social justice; 
individual citizens can 
practice social justice in 
their daily lives. Activism 
isn’t the only way for us to 
be socially just.  We can also 
practice social justice by 
being informed consumers. 
Buy cruelty free products; 
pay a little bit more for fair 
trade coffee or fair wage 
clothing, for example. Be 
aware of where your goods 
come from and where your 
waste goes, and there will 
be liberty and social justice 
for all. 
